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Come on Kids! Let’s get rid of these weeds for good!




Against Invasive Weeds

This Activity Book was designed by Parker Chapple and Dillon Harker for
GIS Alliance (in association with the Bingham County Weed Department).



Table o’ Contents

TO PUPDIBEO. . ocosmens s s s smmmesns s a5 ¥ sV s HA A s 1
Intergsting Weod FEAEIE ..o« st sissssmins )
Plant Part TYPES. ... .. it aeiases s s sasssssva s sss s s s assasaaas s 3
COlEr TS MISK TOISEID. .. . cvn oo it i 54 TR 9 4
TS THGLEITEIR. ..o nnsionsin 55550 55 o 0o A S DB S S 3 5
Lealy Spurge INTOrTaBHIAI s mmmmemosseesssmmssssws st sonsisss 6
Lealy SRS BB o oo ————— o oo s G A SIS 7
Make Your Own NOXIoUSs WEEd ..o 8
Noxious Weed Example.............. osomemmmsmmemssmssse ssiisians s ssmnsssonvi sy ssanss 9
Knapweed Information ...............«ossesmmmmmmamssssussss - soss s svsensmoniainsmesisnene 10
Punctureving INFOEMBIEIN ... iammmumemmememans s ssssramv s osens v 11
Noxious Weed Crossword PUZzZI@ ..o 12
Poison Hemlock Information ..o T 13
Weat VOCBBUISRES = ........ ..oy E S SRR AN LN 14
Help Lis Stop: e SE0Rt) ... ..o s sipivp s s s svvos 18
ANSWRRS BBBE . 017 i v S RSN XTSRSV S SAERS 16
Second ANSWET PAgE... ... iiiiiiiiimmeses et e e e 17

| eat Noxious Weeds for \
Breakfast! We bugs play a

big part in the control of these
plant invaders. Let’s hear it
for biological control agents!

-




The Purpose

The purpose of this activity book is to inform Idaho’s youth about the serious problem of noxious
weeds in the Gem State, teach them what is being done to stop them, and what they can do to
help rid Idaho of these invaders.

Before we start learning about these nasty plants we need to address the very important question,
What is a noxious weed? As you may know, your mom or dad may consider just about every weed
OB-noxious when they are weeding the lawn or garden, but what qualifies a plant for the noble title
of “Noxious Weed?”

What is a noxious weed?

A Noxious Weed is a plant species that has been designated "noxious" by law. The word "noxious"
simply means harmful. There are hundreds of weed species in Idaho, 36 are designated noxious
by Idaho Law. A plant is considered noxious when it meets these four requirements.

1. It must be in Idaho, but not native.

2. It must be potentially more harmful than beneficial to Idaho.

3. Eradication must be economically and physically feasible.

4. The potential negative impact of the weed must exceed the cost of
control.

Idaho has about 800 of America’s 2,000 weed species. These noxious
weeds have been introduced from other regions; we do not have the
natural systems to keep them in check. Importing natural controls takes
decades and vast resources, and is not possible for all weeds species.
As a result, noxious weeds overwhelm native plant communities and
disturbed areas, spreading steadily year by year.

Use the Answer Key to Reveal a Message!
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Interesting Weed Facts!

The roots from Russian Knapweed can grow to a depth of 23 feet!

Dyer’s Woad is used for making blue dye.

Jointed Goatgrass can cross-breed with wheat making a useless crop.
Field Bindweed seeds can remain dormant in soil for 50+ years before
sprouting!

When the seed capsules from Leafy Spurge ripen, they rupture, throwing
seeds as far as 15 feet away.

Scotch Thistle can grow up to 12 feet tall!

Scotch Thistle was once used by Scotsmen to form impenetrable walls to
defend against raiding Vikings.

Puncturevine can spread itself up to 25 feet!

Spotted Knapweed emits a chemical in the soil that kills the other plants
surrounding it.

Poison Hemlock was used in ancient Greece for executions; the
philosopher Socrates was executed in this manner.
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Curse you
Scotch
Thistle!

Looks like the
chickens are saved
once again by Scotch
Thistle.
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