
Eurasian wa-

termilfoil 

(EWM) is an 

aggressive 

aquatic plant 

that can grow in water 

depths up to 33 feet.  It 

can form dense mats con-

gesting waterways and 

crowding out native 

aquatic plants.   

Its thick growth impairs 

recreational uses of water-

ways including boating, 

swimming, and fishing.  

The dense growth infested 

waterways lead to declin-

ing water quality and re-

sults in poor habitat of 

native fish and wildlife.   

EWM is established in 

Northern and Western 

Idaho.  It has not yet been 

found in Henrys Lake.  

However, the lake has 
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Excerpts from The National Catalyst  

On February 

24, 2008 the 

National 

Board of the 

NARC&D 

held elec-

tions.  The new president 

elected was Joan Smith 

Freeman.  Ms. Smith Free-

man is a member of Ore-

Cal RC&D Council of Cali-

fornia from the Pacific Rim 

Region. 

Smith says, òI am honored 

to be your  new presidenté 

I am a firm believer  that 

RC&D is the best program 

around for getting things 

done on the ground!ó 

Smith continues, òAs your 

national President I also 

pledge to be a strong and 

vocal advocate of RC&D 

Councils by exploring new 

partnership opportunities.  

Strengthening our existing 

partnerships and meeting 

frequently with the Admini-

stration throughout my ten-

ure.ó 

Smith encourages us to 

celebrate RC&D week  the 

fourth week in September.   

For more information 

about your National Asso-

ciation go to their website 

at www.rcdnet.org 
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Above is the self -contained 

boat wash at Henrys Lake.  

ñBe the change 

you wish to see 

in the world.ò 

            - Ghandi  

been targeted as highly 

susceptible water.   

Fremont County Weed 

Control assisted by High 

Country RC&D launched 

an initiative aimed at pre-

venting the inadvertent 

introduction of EWM into 

the lake. This initiative in-

cludes public education, 

aquatic vegetation sur-

veys, boater interviews, 

and boat/trailer inspec-

tions and washes.  The 

effort is funded by the 

Idaho Department of Agri-

culture and coordinated by 

Bryce Fowler, Fremont 

County Weed Superinten-

dent. 

The boat and float tube 

washes are offered daily 

at the Henrys Lake State 

Park and Bill Frome 

County Park.  Four high 

pressure washers are also 

available for public use. 

Paul Romrell, Fremont 

County Commissioner says, 

òOne of the greatest assets 

to the county is clean wa-

ter.  It plays a huge eco-

nomic part for both agricul-

ture and tourism. We want 

to keep our water as clean 

as possible, so while I am 

county commissioner I will 

do everything humanly pos-

sible keep it clean.  I am 

also extremely grateful to 

Bryce, the volunteers, and 

others who are making this 

project happen.ó 

 

For more information For more information 

on any of these stories on any of these stories 

go to our website at go to our website at 

www.hcountry.orgwww.hcountry.org   



Cooperative Weed Man-

agement Areaõs (CWMA) 

grant funds were cut back 

across the state     effect-

ing all programs, includ-

ing the Upper Snake River 

CWMA.   

This year the USRCWMA 

was approved for 15 pro-

jects and an allocated 

budget of $105,814.80 . 

The majority of the cuts 

and non-funded projects 

targeted information and 

education. 

The USRCWMA supported 

an excellent Weed War-

rior Training Workshop on 

June 10 ð12. The RC&D 

is creating a USRCWMA 

website, and all other pro-

jects are moving forward 

as expected.   

Summer projects include 

bio-controls, goat grazing,  

collaborative spray pro-

jects such as spray days 

and group projects with 

private landowners, agen-

cies, and the railroad.  

There are also early de-

tection projects for con-

tinued treatments of  

Tamarisk, Dyerõs Woad, 

and  Rush Skeleton weed, 

and weed infestation 

mapping involving stu-

dents and 4-H groups. 

Spray Day dates will be 

decided at next 

USRCWMA  meeting. 

turn County Wildfire Pro-

tection Plans into action.   

Funds are provided 

through a $65,000 grant 

from BLM. 

Northwest Management, 

Inc. was awarded the con-

Wild land fires pose a sig-

nificant threat to all nine 

counties within the 

RC&Dõs area.   

The primary objective for 

the wild land project is to 

assist our sponsors to 

tract to educate, train, 

and create community 

action plans and pro-

grams that  target land 

owners within the Wild 

land/Urban Interface lo-

cations. 

Upper Snake CWMA 

Wild land fire project  

Henrys Fork CWMA 

and spraying.  Fremont 

county has been very suc-

cessful managing sites of 

Dyers Woad.  

Bio-control agents have 

been ordered for the 

summers releases, and 

they have begun spraying 

for noxious weeds. 

HFCWMA has also been 

very helpful with the Eura-

sian watermilfoil initiative. 

Bryce Fowler, HFCWMA 

Chairman said, òWith our 

cost share program we 

have had outstanding 

support from our local 

land owners.ó 

High Country RC&D is 

also creating a HFCWMA 

web site and is asking 

committee members to 

create logos and write 

down ideas for next 

HFCWMA meeting.   

Henryõs Fork Cooperative 

Weed Management Area, 

HFCWMA, was approved 

for eight projects this year 

and a total allocation 

fund of $35,406.00.  

HFCWMA has a good start 

on this years projects. For 

the Dyers Woad Eradica-

tion project Jeremy Sum-

mers was hired as an  

independent contractor to 

aid in mapping, pulling, 
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ñDo what you can, 

with what you have, 
where you are.ò 
             -  Theodore    
             Roosevelt  

BYU-Idaho students 

hand pull Dyers Woad 

for HFCWMA Early De-

tection Rapid Re-

sponse.  

Wild land fire project 

will focus on the re-

moval of hazardous 

fuels.  

Leafy spurge  infestation 

being treated on horses.  



The water resources of the 

Snake River Basin have 

been stressed by drought, 

population growth, and 

increasing demands from 

agriculture, cities, and rec-

reational activities.   

Therefore, the High Coun-

try Resource Conservation 

and Development Council 

partnered with 36 spon-

sors to conduct a winter 

cloud seeding program to 

augment snow packs.   

The target areas were the 

Upper Snake River Basin 

and those watersheds 

draining into Northern 

Clark County.  The pro-

gram ran from November 

1, 2007 to April 1, 2008 

and was contracted out to 

Clark County and Let it 

Snow Inc.  

North American Weather 

Consultants, Inc.  ana-

lyzed the projects results 

from regression equa-

tions. The results showed 

the northern region 

ranged from 0.29 to 0.93 

inches of additional water 

content. While the east-

ern region ranged from 

0.29 to 0.44 inches of 

additional water content.   

High Country RC&D is as-

sisting project  sponsors 

in the planning stages.  

John Traughber, Butte 

County Commissioner, 

commented, òWe are ex-

cited for the skate park.  It 

will be located in the park, 

Butte County and the Lost 

Rivers Youth Coalition 

would like to provide their  

area youth with a skate 

board park in Bottolfsen 

Park in the City of Arco.   

the main stay of the com-

munity, near our new ATV 

trails and fair grounds.  

The parkõs playground is 

heavily used by young 

children, however, we 

want to provide a fun safe 

family setting for all 

ages.ó 

07-08 Cloud seeding  

Arco Skate park  

Bonneville County West Nile Virus (WNV)  

This project was selected 

as one of the success 

stories given at this years 

Western RC&D Associa-

tion Conference at Las 

Cruces, New Mexico in 

January. 

This summer, Bonneville 

County has already begun 

working to prevent the 

spread of West Nile. BYU-

Idaho interns are search-

ing for popular breeding 

sites, providing mosquito 

identification, and con-

ducting Rapid Analyte 

Measurement Platform 

(RAMP) testing, a labora-

tory test designed for 

faster confirmation of 

West Nile virus in mosqui-

toes.   

If a West Nile outbreak 

happens in the county, an 

abatement program will 

be activated.  

For more information see: 

www.westnile.idaho.gov 

In 2006, Idaho had the 

most West Nile cases in 

the nation with more than 

11-hundred confirmed lab 

cases. 

Last season, Bonneville 

County  established a cost 

effective mosquito surveil-

lance and monitoring pro-

gram.   

Using GPS technology, in 

2007, interns identified 

and treated over 200 bod-

ies of water throughout 

Bonneville County.   
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ñThe Nation that destroys 

its soils, destroys itself.ò 

           -  Franklin Delano 

  Roosevelt  
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21 Cloud seeding generators  

were located in the Upper 

Snake River Basin during 

2007-2008.  

Confirmed WNV test samples 

were found from these coun-

ties in Idaho.  


