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Henrys Lake 

Eurasian 

Watermilfoil 

Alert  

 Take notice.  Take action.  

Take responsibility.  

What can you do to help     
protect Henrys Lake?  

The best way to control Eurasian watermilfoil 

is to prevent the weed from spreading to 

new areas.   

Before entering any new waters inspect 

and clean boats, trailers, float tubes, and 

other watercraft.  This prevents     

spreading it into other bodies of water. 

Pump your bilge before entering new  

waters.  Eurasian watermilfoil will stay 

alive in the bilge water of your boat. 

Learn to identify Eurasian watermilfoil 

and native milfoils. 

Find out where Eurasian watermilfoil is 

known to occur.  If you boat in these  

waters, take all appropriate prevention 

measures.   

Participate in the Henrys Lake Eurasian 

watermilfoil initiative.  

Spread the word about Eurasian watermilfoil 

to neighbors and friends who use our rivers 

and lakes. 



Eurasian watermilfoil is not 

native to Idaho. Therefore, 

it has no natural effective 

enemies to control it.  

Once it starts growing it is 

very difficult to manage  

and restrain. 

Why is it a problem?  

Henrys Lake has exceptional native aquatic 

vegetation.  It supports a thriving ecosystem 

that sustains the lakeõs highly productive        

fisheries.  Eurasian watermilfoil is an        

aggressive aquatic plant that can grow in  

water depths up to 33 feet.  It can form 

dense mats which congest waterways and 

crowds out native aquatic plants.   

In addition, itõs thick growth impairs        

recreational uses of waterways including 

boating, swimming, and fishing.  The dense 

growth infested waterways leads to declining 

water quality and results in poor habitat of 

native fish and wildlife.   

How does it spread?  

Eurasian watermilfoil is spread by plant fragments. 

Fragments can end up being accidentlly            

introduced into a new lake.  Carriers of these 

fragments are boats, motors, trailers, live wells, 

bait buckets, or fishing gear.  These fragments can 

stay alive for weeks if they remain wet.  Once 

established they may be carried by wind and   

water currents spreading throughout the lake. 

Eurasian Watermilfoil   Eurasian Watermilfoil can cost lake users      
millions of dollars a year to manage.  

What is being done?  

Eurasian watermilfoil is established in   

Northern and Western Idaho.  It has not yet 

been found in Henrys Lake.  However, the 

lake is considered òsusceptible wateró.  The 

Fremont County Weed Control has launched 

an initiative aimed at preventing the          

inadvertent introduction of Eurasian         

watermilfoil into the lake. This initiative    

includes public education, aquatic vegetation 

surveys, boater interviews, and boat/ trailer 

inspections and washes.  The effort is funded 

by the Idaho Department of Agriculture.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are aquatic weed     
fragments found?  

Rollers Axle 
Motor/Propeller 
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the Fremont County Weed Control        

Supervisor for a positive identification.  

Identify this noxious weed  

Eurasian watermilfoil has twelve or more leaflet 

pairs.  It has a feather-like appearance, and the 

leaves collapse around the stem when removed 

from the water.  The top most leaves and stems 

are reddish-brown or pink.  

Mature leaves are usually   

arranged in whorls of four 

around the stem. 

Eurasian watermilfoil infestations 

Zippers 

Velcro pads 


