
these records on a GIS 

based mapping system.  

The final stop on the tour 

was to Fremont County's 

unique sewer plant .  It pro-

vides a clean non-odorous 

treatment that can be ap-

plied to fields as irrigation 

water or as snow during the 

winter months.  The tour par-

ticipants were able to see up

-close how this eco-friendly 

system worked. 

This years tour left partici-

pants with a better vision of 

the range of projects RC&D 

can support and assist, and 

also a better education of 

the challenges facing the 

area.   

Thank you Fremont County 

for allowing us to tour your 

county this year. 

 

Each summer the High 

Country RC&D conducts an 

annual tour to highlight 

some of High Country 

RC&Dõs projects. The 2008 

tour showcased Fremont 

County.   

Tour participants first trav-

eled to the Fremont County 

Gravel Pit to see the Dyers 

Woad Project.  This projects 

goal is the Early Detection 

and Rapid Response to 

Dyers Woad. This summer 

Jereme Sommers, a private 

contractor, was able to find 

two new sites for our Early 

Detection Rapid Response  

records.  In addition, he and 

BYU-Idaho volunteers were 

able to pull over 10,000 

plants.   

Participants next stop was 

the Henrys Lake Erasian wa-

termilfoil Prevention pro-

ject  Two boat washes have 

been operated seven days a 

week from 7a.m. to 1pm. by 

two BYU-Idaho interns who 

have also completed roughly 

150 surveys.  

The tour then traveled to 

Lakeside Lodge to hear pres-

entations on the Wildland 

Fire Planning project.  Fre-

mont County Emergency Co-

ordinator Keith Richey dem-

onstrated the benefits of the 

recently completed RedZone 

survey of 3601 homes in the 

Island Park Fire District. Tour 

members were able to view 

Three years of efforts come 

to an end for each county to 

have its own All Hazard Miti-

gation Plan. 

These plans identify natural 

and man made hazards and 

propose mitigation meas-

ures to reduce the risks 

identified in each county. 

High Country RC&D counties 

All Hazard Mitigation Plans 

have been submitted to the 

state and have been for-

warded to Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency 

for final comments.  The re-

gional plan is also being 

completed including: Dam 

Failure Surveillance Sys-

tems, Power Line Protection, 

and other single loop power 

issues. 

Tour members enjoyed learn-

ing about Fremont projects.  

High Country RC&D Annual Tour 
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208-356-5213  

ext. 104  

To be a success-

ful farmer one 

must first know 

the nature of the 

soil."  

        - Xenophon,   

    Oeconomicus,  

              400 B.C. 

Thank you  

sponsors 

4 

Idaho Falls 

Iona 

Mud Lake 

Rexburg 

St. Anthony 

Sugar City  

Ucon 

Victor 

County Commissions : 

Bonneville 

Butte 

Clark  

Custer 

Fremont  

Jefferson 

Lemhi 

Madison 

Teton 

Teton, WY 

Conservation  Districts:  

Butte SWCD 

Clark SCD 

Custer SWCD 

Eastside SWCD 

Jefferson SWCD 

Lemhi SWCD 

Madison SWCD 

Mud Lake SWCD 

Teton SCD 

Teton, WY CD 

Westside SWCD 

Yellowstone SCD 

Cities:  

Ammon 

Ashton 

Challis 

Driggs 

Dubois 

High Country would  like 

to thank their sponsors 

for  their support, their 

financial contribution of 

sponsor dues and their 

input.   

Thanks to all those who 

attended  this years an-

nual tour of Fremont 

County. 

 

Thank you to our sponsors 

High Country 

RC&D area in tan  

Making Things Happen Since 1979  

Western RC&D Conference 
January 25-28, 2009.   The an-

nual conference will be held in 

Spearfish, South Dakota.  For 

more information about or to 

register  visit  

http://www.westernrcd.org/

conf2009.htm 

RC&D Board Meeting     

October 23rd, the High Coun-

try RC&D board members will 

meet in the Madison County 

Courthouse Commissioners 

room from 1:30-3:30. 

CWMA Grants  

December 31st, the Idaho 

State Department of Agricul-

ture grants awarded for the 

cooperative weed manage-

ment areas and noxious weed 

projects are due. 

Calendar of Events 

High Country RC&D  officers 

and board members: 

Chair - Dave Radford, Bonne-

ville County Commissioner 

Vice Chair - Ralph Robison, 

Madison County Commissioner 

Secretary/Treasurer - Lou 

Christensen, Mayor of Driggs 

Board Members - Butte County; 

Allyn May, Clark County; Wayne 

Butts, Custer County; Paul 

Romrell, Fremont County; Mi-

chelle Harrington, Jefferson 

County; Brett Barsalou, Lemhi 

County;  Boyd Bowles, Teton 

Conservation District.   

High Country RC&D Office 

302 Profit St. 

Rexburg, ID. 83440 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs  on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDAôs TARGET Center at 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  

To file complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326 W.  Whitten Building, 14th Independence Avenue, SW Washington DC 
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.   

Idaho  

Earthquake 

Shaking  

Hazards  For more information For more information 

on any of these stories on any of these stories 

visit our website at visit our website at 

www.hcountryrcd.org www.hcountryrcd.org   
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Combined  

CWMA Spray day  

for  Bitch Creek.  

Upper Snake River CWMA 
An unusually long hard 

winter, then a summer  

with temperatures over 

100 degrees did not slow 

weeds down. 

However, the Upper Snake 

River CWMA accomplished 

15 projects using herbi-

cide spraying, biocontrols, 

goat grazing, mapping, and 

early detection rapid re-

sponse (EDRR) in which all 

had great involvement and 

positive results. All five 

Spray days were highly 

attended, and summer 

mapping projects revealed 

new target areas for next 

years EDRR.  

The USRCWMA is working 

towards combining county 

mapping results to make a 

new CWMA EDRR map.  

These maps will aid in 

planning next years pro-

jects to stop noxious 

weeds from spreading to 

new areas. 

Everyone can help protect 

their home from a wildfire.  

H I G H  C O U N T R Y  H I G H L I G H T S  

Leafy Spurge Biological Controls 

P A G E  3  H I G H  C O U N T R Y  

The noxious weed, Leafy 

spurge, was introduced to 

North America in the 19th 

century.  Now it infests sev-

eral million U.S. acres.    

Cattle and horses usually 

avoid it, but if they do eat it, 

its milky latex may cause 

severe sickness. In addi-

tion, leafy spurge forms 

monocultures driving out 

native plants and degrading 

wildlife habitats. Annual 

direct and indirect eco-

nomic losses due to leafy 

spurge  are estimated to 

exceed $120 million in the 

Northwestern states.  

Leafy spurge has a number 

of biological characteristics 

that have caused it to be 

difficult to control with her-

bicides. Thus, biological 

control is a valuable man-

agement tool. 

In the past High Country 

RC&D assisted County 

Weed Superintendents in 

successfully establishing 

multiple colonies of Aph-

thona flava and Aphthona 

nigriscutis, commonly  

known as flea beetles.  Flea 

the country in celebration. In 

the past 44 years the pro-

gram has grown from 10 des-

ignated areas to 375 desig-

nated areas that cover over 

85% of the United States and 

September 21-27, 2008 

marks this yearõs National 

RC&D week. High Country 

Resource Conservation & De-

velopment  joins the other 

375 RC&D Councils across 

its territories.  

Thank you for helping High 

Country RC&D mark this oc-

casion by reading our local 

news articles and RC&D dis-

plays in our area!  

A long-time 

Young Re-

publican, 

Dave was active in the Na-

tional Center for Constitu-

tional Studies, and is cur-

rently a Bonneville County 

Commissioner. Dave has 

been our High Country 

RC&D Chair for just over 

three years.  

Dave said the RC&D has 

helped Bonneville County 

with, òProjects like the living 

Snow Fence above Iona 

that lessens the plowing of 

snow during winter for the 

school busses, and to the 

updated Fair Ground Build-

ing projects that help over 

1,100 4-H kids a year right 

here in Bonneville county. 

These projects and many 

more like the Mosquito  

Dave Radford is a fifth gen-

eration Idahoan, born and 

raised in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

At the age of sixteen, Dave 

moved from Idaho Falls to a 

farm four miles east of 

Rigby, Idaho. He graduated 

from Rigby High School in 

1975, and moved back to 

Idaho Falls where he and 

his wife, Liz, owned and 

operated Tam's Frostop, a 

local fast food restaurant, 

for five years. 

Meet Your Director/Chair  Dave Radford 

National RC&D Week 

National RC&D Logo  

 I know the price of 

success: dedication, 

hard work, and an 

unremitting 

devotion to the 

things you want to 

see happen. 

-Frank Lloyd Wright  

 

beetles only target Leafy 

spurge not harming other 

plants and local crops. 

This was a banner year for 

the flea beetles with mil-

lions showing up from past 

releases.  This year 22 

10,000+ colonies were col-

lected from a Madison 

County insectory for new 

colony release sites.   

Bomb Blast effect from five 

years of bio -control feeding 

in dense spurge.  

Dave and Liz 

Radford  
Abatement with assistance 

from BYUI interns and the 

various Fire Prevention 

efforts in  Swan Valley area 

just wouldnõt  happen with-

out the High Country 

RC&Dõs leadership and 

efforts. Partnerships with-

out bragging is the RC&Dõs 

profile and I believe you 

can get a lot of good things 

done when you donõt care 

who gets the credit.ó 

Henrys Fork CWMA 
The Eurasian watermilfoil 

project has kept the Hen-

rys Fork CWMA  busier 

than ever.  This summer 

they aggressively took on 

aquatic noxious weeds. 

The results and surveys 

from the Henrys Lake boat 

washes have proven posi-

tive so far, and efforts will 

continue into next year.  To 

see survey results and 

more information visit us 

online at 

www.hcountryrcd.org 

On top of aquatic plants 

the CWMA also diligently 

fought many of the noxious 

weeds through six projects 

including biocontrols, her-

bicide spraying, goat graz-

ing, and mapping.  All con-

tractors, spray crews, and 

volunteers worked hard for 

an excellent summer.   

Wildland Urban Interface Update 
county.  These surveys 

help local fire departments 

and county emergency 

entities know if driveways 

are big enough for emer-

gency vehicles, what mate-

rials homes are made of, 

the amount of fire hazard-

ous fuels are around the 

home, etc.  These records 

were compiled on a GIS 

computer mapping system 

for easy access during a 

fire or other emergency in 

the county. 

of the counties, reviewing 

their Wildland/Urban Inter-

face County Codes and 

Fire Plans.  Itõs our goal to 

address issues in the iden-

tified priority areas in the 

county and assist in gar-

nering financial support to 

perform mitigation for 

those projects.ó 

Fremont Countyõs Wildland 

Urban Interface had help 

from the RedZone project 

which surveyed 4,2711 

homes in the 

The Northwest Manage-

ment, Inc. was hired to 

educate, train, create, and 

implement community ac-

tion plans for land owners 

within the Wildland Urban 

Interface.   

Gerry Bates with North-

west Management, Inc. 

said, òWe are working on 

meeting with each of the 

County LEPCõs and 

CWWGõs.  We are also in-

ventorying existing re-

sources available in each 

Henrys Lake and Channel 6 

News Outdoors.  

We all have ability. 

The difference is 

how we use it.  

      -Stevie Wonder  


